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Critic of Mack should 
broaden her outlook 

I agree with only one point in 
Prof. Margaret Hagen's letter 
(May 18) - that academic freedom 
is not the issue of primary impor­
tance in the John Mack contro­
versy arising over the manner in 
which' he obtained the material 
for his recent book on human en­
counters with aliens. 

The paramount issue should 
be how to provide help and un­
derstanding for the approximate­
ly 3. 7 million citizens who have 
experienced the type of alien ab­
duction that the Harvard Medical 
School researcher describes in his 
fascinating book. 

Hagen describes these experi­
ences as "alien abduction fanta­
sies" -and claims -that ther ar 
"dozens of psychotherapists" 
agreeing with Mack that "it 
makes no difference whether 
[these] allegations are truth or 
fiction." Mack makes the point 
that these phenomena are "truth" 
for the 13 who experienced them. 
He describes the experiences in 
detail and addresses the issue of 
the mental health of his subjects, 
concluding that they show no sign 
of mental illness; most are well-
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functioning citizens making con­
tributions to society. 

One has only to read a few 
chapters to see that his subjects 
are complicated people who seek 
only some understanding and ex­
planation of their mysterious, of­
ten frightening experiences. 

Hagen's use of phrases such 
as "sexually manipulated by body 
snatchers from outer space" 
~ems =COntr-aiW - .r pectfu.L 
stance toward these courageous 
men and women who shared their 
encounters with the world. 

I would hope that she would 
reread the book with an eye to 
the possibility that this phenom­
enon may some day provide an­
other perspective on the reality of 
our existence. 
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